
   

 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                    11/7/18 

 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Luke Estates: 

Mr. Hurley reported that their Engineer, Nicholas Laney, had sent him a proposal for seventy five 

hundred ($7,500.00) dollars for him to be the reviewing engineer during the road and drainage 

construction at the above subdivision. Mr. Hurley stated that he had contacted Mr. Endruinas who 

has agreed to the proposal and would send in the money to be paid to Mr. Lanney through the 

Board. It was noted that the money has not been submitted as promised.  Mr. Hurley stated that he 

would follow up with Mr. Endruinas. 

 

2.   Howard Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that the owner of the plaza across from the High School had contacted him to 

see if the Board would be agreeable for him to “rehab” the home directly in back of the plaza on 

Howard Street into a two family home.  Mr. Hurley stated that he told the owner that if he could 

keep this as a historical property, that he would support it.  Mr. Stetson stated that this home has 

been vacant for about ten (10) years. Mr. Hurley asked if the roof was any good.  Mr. Stetson 

reported that it was. He also noted that the owner had originally wanted to make this building into 

several apartments, but there was no place to put in a septic system for any more units.  Board 

members agreed that if this could be rehabbed while maintaining the historical value they would 

also support it. Mr. Kinahan stated that he would like to see this, rather than have it demolished.     

 

3.   Hockomock Plaza: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, 

regarding a new proposed use by owner, George Russo.  He noted that Mr. Russo would like to sell 

Christmas trees in the parking lot at the above site.  He also noted that a special permit from the 

Zoning Board of Appeals may be required.  Mr. White stated that his only concerns would be the 

traffic flow at the site and that these trees are a major fire hazard. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he told Mr. White that the current owners are trying to put ten (10) pounds 

into a five (5) pound bag.  He noted that the liquor store, restaurant, Grace Church and ATM 

machine all have designated parking spaces and this would leave no extra spaces for this use, 

especially when the Church gets up and running. Mr. Stetson questioned whether they could do this 

on the gravel lot.  Mr. Hurley stated that they could not.  A brief discussion was held on possible 

options that might allow this use if a water main was brought in, but the Board agreed that the 

parking situation would not support any additional uses.  
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4.   Spring Commons: 
Mr. Hurley reported that the Board received a copy of a letter sent to Conservation Commission 

Agent, John DeLano, from Nicholas Lanney.  The issues he raised included infiltration and cross 

road culverts, drainage calculations, swales, sediment forebays, detention basins, elevations, 

grading and wetlands.  Greg Driscoll of Jacob Driscoll Engineering had reported to Mr. Hurley that 

all of the issues raised by the Conservation Commission have been addressed.  Revised plans 

showing all the changes were submitted electronically to Mr. Hurley. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had requested that Mylars and prints be submitted to the Board for final 

review. It was noted that none of them had been submitted.  Mr. Hurley stated that he will not file 

the subdivision decision with the Town Clerk until such time as the plans are submitted. He noted 

that before the twenty (20) day appeal period begins, the final, signed plans need to be available to 

anyone wishing to appeal it.  He also noted that proponents don’t seem to be in any hurry to finish 

it up. 

 

5.   1 Mahoney Place: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had received a request from the Building Commissioner, Michael 

White, regarding a release of an Occupancy Permit for the above property.  Mr. Hurley reported 

that he had notified Mr. White that one of the conditions of the approval of this lot was that an 

eighteen (18') foot paved road, not a gravel driveway be built to service this house.  He strongly 

suggested that Mr. White not issue an occupancy permit until the Planning Board signs off. He 

further noted that there may be additional requirements that he would look into at the next meeting.  

Upon further review, it was determined that the Board is holding twenty thousand ($20,000) dollars 

in surety, so Mr. Hurley authorized Mr. White to release the Occupancy Permit. 

 

Mr. Stetson noted that the recent rain has slowed the process for finishing up the subdivision.  Mr. 

Anderson stated that it looked good when he drove by it.  Mr. Stetson stated that it was Cooper 

paving that would do the asphalt and is ready to go once the rains stop.  

 

6.  South Elm Street: 

Mr. Anderson reported that the barn on the property between the two Alexander homes on South 

Elm Street has been torn down and it appears that developer, Charles Macy, is getting ready to 

build. 

 

7.   Elm Terrace: 
Mr. Stetson reminded the Board that they had sent a letter to Mr. Macy to request a schedule of 

completeness for the Elm Terrace subdivision located off of East Street.  Mr. Hurley stated that he 

had received an email questioning the required size for the granite curb. He stated that he had 

replied that the requirements are four (4”) inches wide by twelve (12”) inches high.  He noted that 

it appears that Mr. Macy is working on finishing this subdivision.  Mr. Anderson questioned 

whether the Board was holding any surety.  Mr. Stetson stated that they are but that he was not sure 

how much. 

         continued: 
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8.   Buncy’s/South Main Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had met with Building Commissioner, Michael White, to discuss 

development options for the above site.  Mr. Hurley noted that the owner of the property wanted a 

Dairy Queen and to reestablish the miniature golf course but the owner now is considering putting 

houses there instead.  Mr. Stetson noted that there is a lot or water issues on the site.  Mr. Hurley 

asked what part is in the Flood Plain.  He noted that the former go-cart area is mostly underwater 

whenever it rains.  Mr. Hurley noted that the high tension lines are in the Flood Plain, and there is 

an easement for most of the site.  Mr. Stetson suggested that they should have never closed it. Mr. 

Hurley stated that the taxes on this property are around twenty five thousand ($25,000) dollars a 

year.  He also noted that the swamp is creeping in further and further on the site.  Mr. Anderson 

stated that it was filled with wetland’s grass.  Mr. Hurley noted that the wetlands are now 

determined by soil chroma, not vegetation. 

 

9.  Autumn Drive: 

The Board received a request from Briarwood Construction Company for the Board to return the 

ten thousand ($10,000) dollars in surety that is being held for the above subdivision. It was noted 

that it was the owner of the property that wants his money back.  Mr. Hurley suggested that the 

Board visit the site before they release any of the surety.  Mr. Stetson reported that there is no 

Private Way or Street sign in place as required since this will remain private in perpetuity.  Mr. 

Hurley questioned when the Board members would be available to visit the site.   

 

10.   860 North Main Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that Building Commissioner, Michael White, had contacted him to see if the 

proposed parking lot at the former Shaw’s Supermarket would be adequate for the planned Funz 

Trampoline Park at the above site.  Mr. Noyes stated that it was more than adequate when the 

Shaw’s was there.  It was noted that the property had recently sold for three million, five hundred 

thousand ($3,500,000) dollars for the three (3) parcels.  The Board agreed that the parking lot was 

adequate for this use. 

 

11.   WATD Radio: 

The Board received revised plans for the WATD radio tower which is to be located at Manley 

Street.  The Board voted at the last meeting to approve a minor relocation request from Edward 

Perry to move the approved tower seventy (70') feet east and seventy (70') feet closer to Manley 

Street. The plans were placed on file. 

 

12.   ZBA review: 
The Board received a request from the Zoning Board of Appeals to review a plan submitted by  

Algar Construction Company to establish a contractor’s storage yard located at 265 East Center 

Street. There will be three (3) separate rental contractor bays.  Mr. Stetson stated that the ZBA has 

handled a lot of these proposals. The Board briefly reviewed the plans and decided to put this on 

the agenda for the next meeting on December 5th to further review the plan and make their 

recommendation at that time.          

         continued: 
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13.   B.C. Way: Dennis Welch and Joao Silva were present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 8:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Hurley read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Enterprise newspaper, introduced 

the Board and outlined the procedure for the hearing. He stated that the Board always likes to get 

the public’s input as they may know of issues that the Board is not aware of.  He stated that the 

proponent wants to finalize the subdivision and get the roadway accepted by the Town. 

 

Mr. Hurley asked if Mr. Welch had submitted a new deed for review. He noted that the Board had 

sent the previous deed to Town Attorney, David Gay, because they had questions on the easements 

and whether the company manager could legally sign the deed conveying ownership to the Town.  

Mr. Welch stated that he has not received anything, but had turned the whole thing over to his 

attorney.  It was noted that the Board did receive a response from Attorney Gay, however the letter 

was temporarily misplaced. (the letter was found and a copy will be emailed to Mr. Welch) The 

Board also received a letter from Conservation Commission Agent, John DeLano, reporting that 

the developer had not received a Certificate of Compliance for the road and drainage construction 

which are both situated close to the wetlands. Also as part of the procedure the developer has to 

provide the Commission with an as-built plan of the subdivision’s infrastructure which also has not 

been submitted.  Mr. DeLano further noted that in order to protect the Town from incurring any 

costs associated with correcting any deficiencies in the work, the Commission requests that no 

action be taken until such time as the Order of Conditions has been completed.  

 

Mr. Welch stated that he had no idea what Mr. Delano was talking about; that it was all news to 

him and that he had not received any letters from the Commission.  Mr. Hurley remarked that he 

was surprised that Mr. Welch was not cc’d on the letter.  Mr. Welch stated that he would get in 

contact with Mr. DeLano tomorrow morning to resolve any issues that they may have.  A copy of 

this letter will be emailed to Mr. Welch first thing in the morning. 

 

Mr. Anderson asked if the Town would own the road.  Mr. Hurley stated that it would, provided it 

is accepted at the next Town Meeting.  Mr. Anderson asked when that would be.  Mr. Hurley noted 

that it could be anytime, but expected it to be done in June. He also noted that the Board needed to 

do a site visit before approving the release of the subdivision and surety.   

 

Mr. Silva stated that he lived at 2 B. C. Way and the subdivision has been going on for four (4) 

years and he wanted to know when the town would be taking over the plowing and cleaning of the 

street.  Mr. Hurley explained that this is the reason for tonight’s public hearing.  Mr. Silva asked 

how much longer it would be.  Mr. Hurley stated that once the Board is satisfied that it has been 

completed to their specifications, it would be done within the next few weeks after that.  He stated 

that once the Board accepts the road, then the Town will begin maintenance and clean up as  
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necessary. After a brief discussion the Board decided to do a site visit on November 14th beginning 

at 8:00 a.m.  Mr. Hurley suggested that they continuing the public hearing until the next meeting on 

December 5th at 8:00 p.m. He stated that the Board should be ready to make a decision at that time.  

An invoice for the public hearing advertisements and certified abutter’s mailing in the amount of 

$470.63 was presented for payment.   

 

The meeting ended at 8:15 p.m.   

 

14.   Parker’s Way: Kevin Parker, James Miller of Miller Engineering, Wayne Rudolph, Sara 

Parker and Paul Donovan were present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 8:17 p.m. 

 

Mr. Hurley read the notice as it appeared in the Enterprise newspaper, introduced the Board 

members and outlined the procedure for the hearing.  He stated that the proponent would give his 

presentation and then the meeting would be open to questions from the audience. 

 

Mr. James Miller of Miller Engineering stated that this subdivision is an upgrade from a previous 

plan and this is the second lot from that plan.   He stated that both lots meet the requirements for 

frontage and area.  He further stated that this will be a private way in perpetuity and is currently 

accessed from the driveway.  Mr. Miller stated that they have expanded the roadway to eighteen 

(18’) feet in width, and that a swale and basins will contain any runoff on the site. Mr. Hurley 

noted that this type of development has been done on God’s Way off of East Center Street that 

involved a family situation as does this one. Mr. Miller noted that they were asking for a lot of 

waivers for the roadway construction.  Mr. Anderson stated that the current driveway, that goes up 

to Mr. Parker’s son’s home is not shown on the plans and it should be.  Mr. Miller stated that he 

would add it. Mr. Hurley stated that this type of small development always has a long list of 

waivers and has been allowed for other proponents.  Mr. Hurley asked if this new house was for 

Mr. Parker’s daughter.  Mr. Parker replied that his daughter would be keeping his house and he 

would be building the new one for himself.   

 

Mr. Stetson questioned the plan for the leeching basin.  He asked if it could be done as a swale with 

a stone base for the water to drain through to a catch basin.  He stated that if it could be done like 

this, then it could be mowed and easily maintained.  Several other options were discussed.  Mr. 

Hurley noted that this area of town has some of the best soils in town.   Mr. Anderson stated that 

the God’s Way subdivision could potentially expand into property currently owned by Bertarelli 

Brothers, but with this development, when finished, there would be no more room to expand.   

 

Mr. Hurley suggested that they review the waiver requests.  They are as follows: 
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3.3.1.3.2    Plan Scale 1"=50' 

3.3.1.3.5    No Key Map 

3.3.1.3.7    No 1"=100' Location Plan 

3.3.2.11     No Covenant 

3.3.2.13     No Plan/Profile 

3.3.2.14     No Topographical Plan 

3.3.2.15     No Utility Plan 

3.3.1.16     No Drainage Calculations 

3.3.1.17     No Tree Plan 

3.3.1.18     No Street Cross Section 

3 3.4        No Test Pits, Borings, Soundings, or Soil Survey 

3.3.6          No Performance Guarantee   

4.2.2.7       No Corner Rounding at Intersection  

2.2.4.3       Allow the use of a “T” at the end of the Roadway 

                       in Lieu of a Circular Turnaround 

4.2.4.4       No Parcel of Land Suitable for a Roadway at   

                       the end of a Dead End Roadway  

4.2.6.6       Reduced Pavement Width from 24' To 18' 

2.2.7          No Curb or Berm 

4.3        No Sidewalk 

4.4.1        No Underground Utilities 

4.4.2        No Water Main - Each Lot to have Individual     

                      Service Connection to Existing Water Main 

4.4.2.4       No Fire Hydrant 

4.4.4        No Street Lighting 

4.4.5        No Gas Main  

4.5        No Stormwater Management Plan - Run Off     

                        to be retained on Site 

4.6.4          No Planted Trees 

4.8.1.2       Allow Concrete Monuments in Lieu of Granite 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that proponents would have to build the road or put up a surety amount before 

they could get a building permit.  He also said no to the “performance guarantee” waiver,   Mr. 

Hurley noted that he had informed Mr. Miller that it is a “T” turnaround not a “Tea” turnaround. 

Mr. Miller stated that was true, and that he forgot to change it.  Mr. Noyes questioned whether that 

needed to be shown on the plans.  Mr. Hurley stated that it should be.  Mr. Anderson asked if the 

eighteen (18’) feet width of the roadway and turnaround was adequate to allow emergency vehicle 

access and egress. He noted that if not, there is plenty of room to make sure that it does. Mr. Parker 

asked how far into the property should the T turnaround be.  Mr. Hurley stated at least forty to fifty 

(40’- 50’) feet into the property.  Mr. Anderson stated that after that he can use grass if he wants to.   
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With respect to the utilities Mr. Hurley asked if they would have water service and gas coming in 

to the site.  Mr. Parker stated that the gas is already coming in to his house and it would be in the 

new houses as well.  Mr. Hurley also stated that the concrete monuments need to be shown on the 

plan.  Mr. Miller stated that there are no existing ones but that he would put them in at the defined 

beginning and end of the roadway.  

 

Mr. Hurley opened the meeting to the audience however no one had any questions or concerns. 

Mr. Anderson reminded Mr. Miller that he had to specify the distance for the T turnaround.  Mr. 

Miller stated that he would make all of the changes that the Board wants.  Mr. Hurley suggested 

that they continue the public hearing until the next meeting and would most likely make a decision 

at that time.  Mr. Stetson stated that Mr. Parker should do the roadway now.  An invoice for the 

public hearing advertisements and certified abutter’s mailing in the amount of $644.05 was 

presented for payment.  

 

The meeting ended at 8:35 p.m. 

 

15.   Site Visits: 

The Board briefly discussed and finalized their schedule to visit several sites as discussed earlier.  

They decided that they would visit B.C. Way, Autumn Drive, Mahoney Place and Pearl Road on 

Wednesday, November 14th beginning at 8:00 a.m.  The site visits will be posted as a regular 

meeting so that the Board would be free to discuss and vote on any issues they find or decisions 

they may make. 

 

16.   Vit's Way: 

Mr. Hurley reported that Scott Rogers, of J.K. Holmgren Associates, had submitted notice that the 

inspections of the drainage, wastewater, and hazardous waste storage structure were completed.  

Each of the perimeter area drains, catch basins and drain manholes were opened and inspected for 

structural integrity and maintenance requirements.  It was noted that Mr. Rogers had also submitted 

the Operations and Maintenance Log for the Enterprise Rent-A-Car located at the above site. It was 

reported that the special permit was filed with the Town Clerk on October 4th which had begun the 

twenty (20) day appeal period. 

 

*Note – The Town Clerk has certified that there was no appeal filed. Proponents had been advised 

that the special permit was available for them to pick up. 

        

17.   Subdivision updates: 

  

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.  
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Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision. It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted as yet. 

 

Stoney Road: 
 No further action at this time. 

        

18.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance,63  Plain Street, granted. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 11/14/18, re: variance, 1 Three Rivers Drive. 

Bridgewater decision, re: variance, 1300 Vernon Street, denied. 

Bridgewater decision, re: variance, 0 Howard Street, granted. 

Easton Planning public hearing 11/13/18, re: definitive subdivision, Lincoln Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 11/26/18, re: modification to subdivision, 71 Mill Street. 

Raynham Planning public hearing 11/15/18, re: special permit, Route 44 & Church Street. 

West Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 11/13/2018, re: variance, Transit Station. 

West Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 11/13/2018, re: appeal, 375 East Center Street. 

Expense Control report of 10/31/18. 

Expense Ledger report of 10/31/18. 

OCPC minutes of 9/26/18, 10/4/18 and agendas for 10/31/18 and 11/8/18. 

OCPC Fall Training workshop information. 

 

19.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the Enterprise newspaper $317.22 for the public notices for          

        265 N. Main Street.  Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

20.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 10/16/18.   

        Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

   

21.   The minutes of 10/17/18 were accepted and filed. 

  

22.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


